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Director's Message
We talk a lot about building
social/emotion (s/e) skills here at
Kid Country and it is something we
start working on even with our
youngest children in the infant
room. When children develop good
s/e skills, they tend to be more
empathetic and are more likely to
understand others’ boundaries and
respect them. With the start of the
new school year and children
starting in new group situations, I
wanted to share with you this
article I found by Rae Jacobson and
Rachel Busman, PsycD, ABPP from
the Child Mind Institute that
discusses this issue:

To all those celebrating
SeptemberBirthdays!

Roslyn V. - 4th
Marley S. - 10th
Miles S. - 10th
Zachary F. - 12th
Harper G. - 15th
Marie C. - 18th
Maisie D. - 19th
Kinsley K. - 19th
Finn B. - 24th
Kelsey Z. - 24th
Conor S. - 28th
September 2022

“For most parents setting
boundaries for young
kids’ behavior is second nature: No
hitting. Don’t interrupt. We don’t
grab toys out of other kids’ hands.
But as kids get older, boundaries
for social interaction are important
too. They need to learn to set
boundaries for themselves and
respect those of others. And that
takes empathy — being able to
recognize what others want and
need, as well as what they
themselves want and need.

www.kidcountrymanhattan.com

It helps to start early, by encouraging
young children to talk about their
feelings, and think about what others
might be feeling. For example, you can
ask: “How do you think Mark felt when
you took his toy away?”
Your example matters too. When kids
hear parents checking with each other
to see if they’re on the same page
before they make decisions, or asking a
friend how they feel about something,
kids are more likely to follow suit.”
Kid Country firmly believes that if we
work together to help children learn
how to set and respect boundaries, we
will help them be more successful
throughout their lives – not just here at
Kid Country or in elementary school.
Kid Country has always stressed the
importance of good social emotional
skills and have practices in place to
teach and model these behaviors.
Together we can help build a better
world one child at a time!
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Purple Parrots

Yellow Ducks
During this unit, the teachers
provided the Ducks with multiple
different toy cars and trucks to "drive"
through tunnels, paper roads, and
even outside. These activities
encouraged the Ducks to practice
gross motor skills such as crawling and
walking.
In addition to the unit on
transportation, the Ducks also
participated in a variety of applethemed activities this month to
transition from the summer to the fall
season. They painted with apple slices,
created a colorful window cling out of
tissue paper and contact paper, and
went apple picking in the classroom!
All these activities required the Ducks
to practice their fine motor skills by
grasping and picking up small objects
with their hands and fingers.
Overall, the month of August was full
of fun and educational experiences
that promoted development in many
areas, focusing on the physical
domain. The Ducks were able to
practice their motor skills both in
many ways. It is always such a joy to
watch the children grow, and we can’t
wait to see what the month of
September and the coming of the Fall
season will bring!

The Yellow Ducks focused on
developing motor skills this month
with a variety of fun summer
activities. Motor skills are the large
and small muscle movements that
our bodies make to perform daily
tasks such as walking, talking, and
writing. For infants, fine motor skills
are used for self-feeding, picking up
small objects, and grasping a item
like a crayon or paintbrush when
participating in art activities. As their
gross motor skills increase, infants
begin to roll over, crawl, and
eventually, walk. The development of
these muscle movements is
important for a healthy and
productive lifestyle.
Our transportation unit aimed to
expose the Ducks to the different
vehicles and modes of transportation.
The Ducks participated in several
different art projects such as
footprint cars and tire track painting.
Not only did these activities require
the Ducks to use their fine motor
skills, but they also provided the
Ducks with a fun sensory experience.

The month of August brought a lot of
singing to the Purple Parrots room.
The Purple Parrots sang their hearts
out singing Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star, I’m a Little Teapot, This Little
Piggy, The Wheels on the Bus, and
Row, Row, Row your Boat. Did you
know nursery rhymes help develop
many literacy skills for our toddlers?
Nursery rhymes are a critical
part in building our toddlers literacy
skills such as their cognitive and
speech development. As for their
cognitive development nursery
rhymes helps their brain
development, teaches them how
language works, and builds their
memory capabilities. Since nursery
rhymes are repetitive and made up of
patterns, they are easy memorization
patterns for our toddlers to pick up
on. Nursery rhymes also build on the
Purple Parrots speech development.
Nursery rhymes help build their
language acquisition and help build
their speech development as well. As
the Purple Parrots sing these nursery
rhymes they are developing their
mouth and tongue muscles. By
strengthening these muscles, it will
help develop articulation when
forming words and phrases.

Miss Amy, Miss Gina
& Miss Hailee
September 2022
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Purple Parrots continued...

The Purple Parrots wrapped up the
month by spending as much time
with their “older” peers who moved
up to Red Robins. Although they are
only a classroom over we are going to
miss them very much! We cannot
wait to see everyone learn and grow
in their new classroom. We wish our
new Red Robins the best of luck this
upcoming year!

Even though summer has
come to end that does not mean
the fun will end! The Purple
Parrots are ready for fall; this
means we will be spending a lot
more time outside since the
weather will not be too hot. The
Purple Parrots teachers are
excited to see what this new year
will bring!

Ms. Kathy, Ms. Emily S,
Ms. Grace, Ms. Gina, &
Ms. Tobi
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Red Robins
The Red Robins spent the
month of August exploring
Jurassic world! The children
engaged in sensory
experiences while creating
footprints using dinosaurs in
the classroom and dipping the
dinosaur claw into various
paint colors. The Robins also
strengthened their letter and
name recognition skills as they
glued each letter of their name
as a scale for their dinosaur.
Letter and name recognition
has been a very important skill
for the Red Robins as it
familiarizes them with their
personal belongings in the
classroom such as where their
cubbies are located and what
letters of the alphabet
correspond to their names.
The Robins were quite
excited to see a volcanic
eruption in the classroom as
well! The children engaged in
understanding cause and effect
relationships as the baking
soda and vinegar created a
colorful reaction! Everyone
enjoyed guessing which color
would come out of the volcano.
The Robins were also very
curious about creating their
own fizzing volcanoes with
paint and baking soda. Giggles
could be heard throughout the
room!

www.kidcountrymanhattan.com

As we wrapped up the end of
summer, the children enjoyed an
incredible amount of summer fun!
The month started off with various
types of art activities. The children
had a blast during “Messterpiece”
Day with Miss Grace as they used
sponges, spray bottles and shaving
cream to engage in messy art! The
Robins explored a ball pit, giggled
throughout a magic show, and
enjoyed many special summer
treats such as shaved ice and
popsicles.
Although we are sad to say
goodbye to our Red Robins who are
becoming Green Frogs, we are so
excited to watch as they grow
throughout the next year and are
so proud of all they have
experienced this year! We will miss
you and we wish the new Green
Frogs the best of luck in their new
classroom. We are looking forward
to what the future holds for our
new Red Robins as we welcome
them into the nest.

Ms Kelly, Ms Karen,
Ms McKenzie &
Ms Grace
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Green Frogs
It is that time of year when our
little Frogs have grown in height
as well as knowledge and are
ready to move on. As sad as it is
to say goodbye to some of our
friends, we are excited for them
to grow their wings and fly to
new heights in the Orange Owl
room!
We wrapped up our marvelous
year with things as awesome as
roller skating, shaved ice, bike
day and even a reptile show. We
will miss their smiling faces and
those wonderful hugs, but rest
assured the Green Frogs teachers
will be popping in the Owl room
for those hugs and smiles.
Welcoming in the Red Robins,
our older frogs are preparing to
show the little frogs the ways of
the room! Promoting
independence and teaching skills
themselves, being able to help
their peers instills confidence in
our already knowledgeable
Green Frogs!

After many fun and exciting
adventures this summer, we are
hopping back into a School Year.
Our new Green Frogs will be
taking some time to explore all of
the new materials and toys in the
classroom!
With games and activities
specialized to help the new Frogs
learn the different areas and
routines of the room, our fun will
also help with color recognition,
letter and number identification,
social skills, and so much more.
One game we like to introduce to
our new friends is a game called
Secret Agent! As a teacher picks a
“secret agent” from the class,
they are sent on a top-secret
mission to look for something
hidden in the classroom! Tasked
with anything from finding a
color, a shape, or even a food
item, this helps our new frogs
become more comfortable
interacting with new teachers
and students, while also helping
with learning where each station
is and what goes in each section.
As new routines are introduced
throughout the classroom, our
former Robins will begin to fill
the Floppy Frog shoes left by the
students before.

Orange Owls
The Orange Owls had an amazing
summer filled with adventures,
trying new things, fun crafts, and
new group games! One of the
biggest skills the Owls worked on
this last month was group game
skills. They learned how to play
Simon Says, Steal the Bacon,
Sharks and Minnows, I Spy, and
Red Light, Green Light. This
included learning about good
sportsmanship, how to follow
multi-step directions, and what
games they may play in
kindergarten.
We are so proud of what each of
our Orange Owls have
accomplished this past school year
and summer. They have come so
far and are ready for the next big
step, kindergarten! There were
many memories created and we
will cherish each and every one as
they embark on the next step in
their school journey. We will miss
them dearly but we are beyond
excited for them! Good luck in
Kindergarten Orange Owls!

Ms. Victoria , Ms. Bailey &
Ms. Mary

Ms. Fran, Ms. Valeria,
& Ms. Emily K.
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Blue Dolphins
August was buzzing as the Blue Dolphins took on BUGS! As
we took time traveling into the unknown world of insects,
the Dolphins found out that there was a lot more to learn
than they anticipated. Being an ENTOMOLOGIST meant
that we needed to know about their habitats, diet, growth
and habits. From the depths of underground tunnels that
ants make to the millions of different bug species we dove
right in. The insect world is alive with strange sounds,
beautiful colors, and so many fascinating creatures. No
matter how they look, the kids found out that all insects are
alike in certain ways. They all have 3 main body parts, six
legs, and feelers called antennae. We also studied that some
insects go through metamorphosis just as we change and
develop as we grow and age. It was a great month of
learning the important role that even the tiniest creatures
play in nature.
As we jump into the new school year, we want to wish all of
you a great start to the new school year. Always remember
that you are smart and capable, and that You’ve Got This!

Ms. Rhonda, Ms. Wendy, &
Ms. Donna K
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Blue Gills
A great big WELCOME to all of our new Blue Gills this
month! We are so excited for you to begin the new year!
In just a few short few days, we will spend a lot of time
getting to know each of you!
Our year will start off with the study of Colors and
Shapes. As we bring this study to life, we will tie in the
study of colors with books that we read, do some color
mixing and changing, see what happens to white flowers
that are in colored water, and make basic shapes out of
craft sticks, yarn, and play-doh. It’s going to be a fun
study and we can't wait to dive right in! See you Soon!

Ms. Rhonda & Ms. Wendy

September
Happenings
KID COUNTRY CHILDCARE

5th - Labor Day - KC Closed
6th - Blue Gills 1st Day @ 9am
15th - Family Fun Night 4 - 6pm
26 - 30th - School Photos
28th - Safety Car Seat Check
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